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The Center for Tropical Forests CTFS): Forest Global Earth Observatory
(4-150 ha plots, in which all woody freestanding stems > 1 cm diameter 
at breast height is marked and followed for survival and growth)

http://www.miamisci.org/

67 Forest Plots 27 Countries 6 Million Trees 12,000 Species

ForestGEO plot network of CTFS



Slik et al. (2015) PNAS 
www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1423147112

….. a pantropical tree inventory database from closed canopy forests, consisting of 657,630
trees belonging to 11,371 species, ……



Partner Institutions:
China - Chinese Academy of Sciences
India - Indian Institute of Sciences
Malaysia - Forest Research Institute of Malaysia, Sarawak 
Forest Department, Osaka City University, Kyoto University, 
National Institute of Environmental Studies (Japan),
Philippines – University of the Philippines, Diliman, 
Conservation International-Philippines
Singapore - Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 
National Parks Board
Sri Lanka - University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka Forest 
Department, University of Sri Jayawardenepura
Thailand - Royal Forest Department, National Institute of 
Environmental Studies (Japan)
Taiwan – Taiwan Forest Research Institute, Tunghai
University, U. Georgia,

29 CTFS large plots in Asia: 14 plots in China, 4 plots in Taiwan, 
4 in Thailand, 3 in Malaysia (Pasoh 1986~, Lambir 1991~), 1 in India 
(1987~), 1 in Phillipnes, 1 in Sri Lanka, 1 in Vietnam, 
Zero in Japan, Cambodia, Myanmar Gaps … but other forest plots
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Benefits of KEEP monitoring forest 
plots and networking them??

• Science: 
– Biodiversity 
– Ecosystem functions
– Climate change responses

• Conservation: 
– Refugia of biodiversity in

Anthropocene
– Outreach

http://www.economist.com/news/international/MORE ? 



Discussion topics

• What are key challenges? 
• How to sell to funders (policy-makers and tax 

payers)? 
• Policy relevant research topics? 
– Potential topics and their priorities

• Sustainability of individual plots and plot 
networks


