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Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka

The Mahaweli River Development Programme
is the largest multi-purpose, integrated rural
development programme ever undertaken in
Sri Lanka

Objectives

ØTo increase agricultural production & 
ensure food safety

ØFulfill the National energy demand by 
Hydro-power generation

ØReduce Unemployment and Social Unrest

ØSettlement for landless poor

ØFlood control in Downstream
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(Established under the Act No. 23 of 1979
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40% of 
The Island

57% of 
The Dry Zone
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Agriculture Drought can be Identify by

• Low inflow

• Insufficient storage

• Cultivation Area reduction (due to water deficiency)

• Crop losses

• rainfall variation

• Mahaweli Authority responsible for manage over 100,000 ha of irrigated paddy
lands and provide settlement nearly 360,000 families including 162,000 farmer
families which produce 25% of national paddy production

• in recent years we experienced longer dry periods in Sri Lanka particularly in 
the dry zone in Yala season.

• As Multi decilplinaery organization mainly work with Water and agriculture, 
MASL has high risk to the Climate change impacts specially the drought.

• So, Its much important to identify  and prepare for the drought situation before 
it affect the peoples livelihoods.
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Hydro Power Generation Status of Mahaweli 2006-2017 
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Main support: 
Sub-support: 

Country A

Hydro-Met

River Bureau

Disaster

University

Funding Agency

IFI Partners

UNISDR

WMO

UNESCO

ICHARM

UNU

IAHS, IAHR

Country B

Hydro-Met

River Bureau

Disaster

University

Funding Agency

Research Institute

Local Community Local Community

RBA

Hydro-Met

River Bureau

Disaster

University

Funding Agency

Research Institute

Local Community

NARBO

CEOS, APRSAF, GEO
Space Agency

Expected Partner
Space Agency
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1. Energy Sector    2. Industrial Sector     3. Forestry sector   4.  Agriculture 

5. Water Sector      6. Irrigation Sector
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THANK YOU……….


